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For “The Friend.” 

The following remarks on the Authenticity and 
Inspiration of the Four Gospels, appear to me to 
be eminently wise and just, and to coincide with 
the views entertained on the same subject by our 
own Society. They are copicd from the Introduc- 
tion to Alford’s Greek Testament. 

“The important subject now comes before us, 
In what sense are the Evangelists to be regarded 
as having been inspired by the Loly Spirit of 
God? That they were so tn some sense, has been 
the concurrent belief of the christian body in all 
ages. In the second, as in the nineteenth century, 
the ultimate appeal, in matters of fact and doctrine, 
has been to these venerable writings. It may be 
well then to inquire on what grounds their autho- 
rity has been rated so high by all christians. 

And I believe the answer to this question will 
be found to be, Because they are regarded as au- 
thentic documents descending from the apostolic 
age, and presenting to us the substance of the 
apostolic testimony. The apostles being raised up 
for the special purpose of witnessing to the Gospel 
history, and these memoirs having been universally 
received in the early church as embodying that, 
their testimony, I see no escape left from the infer- 
ence, that they come to us with inspired authority. 
The apostles themselves and their contemporaries, 
in the ministry of the Word, were singularly en- 
dowed with the Holy Spirit for the founding and 
teaching of the church; and christians of all ages 
have accepted the gospels and other writings of 
the New Testament as the written result of the 
Pentecostal effusion. The early church was not 
likely to be deceived in this matter. The reception 
of the gospels was immediate and universal. ‘They 
were never placed for a moment by the consent of 
christians in the same category with the spurious 
documents that sprung up after them. In external 
history as in internal character, they differ entirely 
from the apocryphal gospels; which, though in 
some cases bearing the name, and pretending to 
contain the teaching of an apostle, were never re- 
cognized as apostolic. 
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inquire of what kind that power was, and how far|we believe that those miracles, which, though no 


extending. 


uttered in words, were yet acted parables, would 


We do not find the apostles transformed, from|not be, under the same gracious assistance, brought 
being men of individual character, and thought and| back to the minds of the apostles, so that they 
feeling, into mere channels for the transmission of|should be placed on record for the teaching of the 


infallible truth. We find them, humanly speaking, 
to have been still distinguished by the same char- 
acteristics as before the descent of the Holy Ghost. 
We see Peter still ardent and impetuous, still 
shrinking from the danger of human disapproval ; 
we see John still exhibiting the same union of deep 
love and burning zeal; we find them pursuing dif- 
ferent paths of teaching, exhibiting different styles 
ws taking hold of the truth from different 
sides. 

Again, we do not find the apostles put in posses- 
sion at once of the Divine counsel, with regard to 
the church. 
the Holy Ghost immediately after the Ascension, 
neither at that time, nor for many years afterwards, 
were they put in possession of the purpose of God 
regarding the Gentiles, which in due time was spe- 
cially revealed to Peter, and recognized in the 
apostolic council at Jerusalem. These considera- 
tions serve to show us in what respects the working 
of the Holy Spirit on the sacred writers, was ana- 
logous to His influence on every believer in Christ ; 
viz., in the retention of individual thought, and feel- 
ing and character, and in the gradual development 
of the ways and purposes of God to their minds. 

But their situation and office was peculiar and 
unexampled. And for its fulfilment, peculiar and 
unexampled gifts were bestowed uponthem. One 
of them, which bears very closely upon our present 
subject, was, the recalling by the Holy Spirit of 
those things which the Lord had said to them. This 
was his own formal promise, recorded in John xiv. 
26. And if we look at our present gospels, we see 
abundant evidence of its fulfilment. What unas- 
sisted human memory could treasure up saying and 
parable, however deep the impression at the time, 
and report them in full at the distance of several 
years, as we find them reported, with every inter- 
nal mark of truthfulness in our gospels? What 
invention of man could have devised discourses, 
which by common consent differ from all sayings 
of men; which possess this character unaltered, 
notwithstanding their transmission through men of 
various mental organization—which contain things 
impossible to be understood or appreciated by their 
reporters at the time when they profess to have 
been uttered—which enwrap the seeds of all hu- 
man improvement yet attained, and are evidently 
full of powers for more. I refer to this last alterna- 
tive only to remark, that all considerations, whe- 
ther of the apostles’ external circumstances, or 
their internal feelings respecting Him of whom 
they bore witness, combine to confirm the persua- 
sion of christians, that they have recorded, as said 


Upon the authenticity, ¢. ¢., the apostolicity of|by our Lord, what He truly did say, and not any 


our gospels rests their claim to inspiration. Con- 
taining the substance of the apostle’s testimony, 
they carry with them that special power of the 
Holy Spirit, which rested on the apostles in virtue 
of their office, and also on other teachers and 
Preachers of the first age. It may be well then to 


words of their own imagination. And let us pur- 
sue the matter further by analogy. Can we 
suppose that the /ight poured by the Holy Spirit 
upon the sayings of our Lord, would be confined 
to such sayings, and not extend itself over the other 
parts of the narrative of his life on earth? Can 


Though Peter and Jobn were full of| doubted testimony to the facts. 


church? And going yet further to those parts of 
the gospel, which were wholly out of the cycle of 
the apostle’s own testimony, can we imagine that 
the Divine discrimination which enabled them to 
detect the lie to the Holy Ghost, should have for- 
saken them in judging of the records of our Lord’s 
birth and infancy, so that they should have taught 
or sanctioned an apocryphal, fabulous or mythi- 
eal account of such matters? Some account of 
them must have been current in the apostolic circle ; 
for Mary, the mother of Jesus, survived the ascen- 
sion, and would be fully capable of giving un- 
Can we conceive 
then that, with her among them, the apostles 
should have delivered any other than a true history 
of these things? Can we suppose that Luke's ac- 
count, which he includes among the things deli- 
vered by those who were eye-witnesses and minis- 
ters of the Word from the first, is other than the 
true one, and stamped with the authority of the 
witnessing and discriminating Spirit dwelling in the 
apostles? Can we suppose that the account in the 
still more immediately apostolic gospel of Matthew 
is other than the same history seen from a different 
side and independently narrated ? 

But if it be inquired how far such divine super- 
intendence has extended in the framing of our gos- 
pels as we at present find them, the answer must 
be furnished by no pre-conceived idea of what 
ought to have been, but by the contents of the gos- 
pel themselves. ‘That these contents are various 
and variously arranged, is token enough, that in their 
selection and disposition we have human agency 
presented to us, under no more direct divine guid- 
ance in this respect, than that general leading 
which in main and essential points should ensure 
entire accordance. Such leading admits of much 
variety in points of minor consequence. Two men 
may be equally led by the Holy Spirit to record 
the events of our Lord’s life for our edification, 
though one may believe and record that the visit 
to the Gadarenes took place before the calling of 
Matthew, while the other places it after that event ; 
though one in narrating it speaks of two demoniacs, 
the other only of one. And it is observable that in 
the only place in the three gospels, where an evan- 
gelist speaks of himself, he expressly lays claim, not 
to any supernatural guidance in the arrangement of 
his subject-matter, but to a diligent tracing down 
of all things from the first; in other words to the 
care and accuracy of a faithful and honest com- 
piler. After such an avowal on the part of the 
editor himself, to assert an immediate revelation 
to him of the arrangement to be adopted, and the 
chronological notices to be given, is clearly not jus- 
tified according to his own showing and assertion. 
The value of such arrangement and chronological 
connection must depend on various circumstances 
in each case, on their definiteness and consistency, 
on their agreement or disagreement with the other 
extant records; tlie preference being in each case 
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given to that one whose account is the most minute 
in details, and whose notes of sequence are the 
most distinct. 

In thus speaking, I am doing no more than even 
the most scrupulous of our harmonizers have in 
fact done. In the case alluded to, there is not one 
of them, who has not altered the arrangement 
either of Matthew or of Mark and Luke, so as to 
bring the visit to the Gadarenes into the same part 
of the Evangelic history. But if the arrangement 
itself were matter of Divine inspiration, then have 


we no right to vary it in the slightest degree, but} we have them. 
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With regard to verbal inspiration, I take the 
sense of it, as explained by its most strenuous ad- 
vocates, to be, that every word and phrase of the 
Scriptures is absolutely and separately true, and 
whether narrative or discourse, took place, or was 
said, in every most exact particular as set down. 
Much might be said of the d priori unworthiness 
of such a theory, as applied to a gospel whose 
character is the freedom of the Spirit, not the bon- 
dage of the letter: but it belongs more to my pre- 
sent work to try it, by applying it to the gospels as 
And 1 do not hesitate to say, 


must maintain, (as the harmonists themselves have|that being thus applicd, its effect will be to destroy 


done in other cases, but never, that I am aware, 
in this,) two distinct visits to have been made at 
different times, and nearly the same events to have 
occurred in both. I need hardly add that a simi- 
lar method of proceeding with all the variations in 
the gospels, would, on this supposition, be neces- 
sary; would render the Scripture narrative a heap 
of improbabilities, and strengthen instead of weak- 
ening the cause of the enemies of our faith. 

And not only of the arrangement of the Evangelic 
history are these remarks to be understood. There 
are certain minor points of accuracy or inaccuracy, 
of which human research suffices to inform men, 
and on which, for want of that research, it is often 
the practice to speak vaguely and inexactly. Such 
are sometimes the conventionally received distances 
from place to place; such are the common accounts 
of phenomena in Natural history, &c. Now, in 
matters of this kind, the evangelists and apostles 
were not supernaturally informed, but left, in com- 
mon with others, to the guidance of their natural 
faculties. The same may be said of citations and 
dates from history. In the last apology of Stephen, 
which he spoke, being full of the Holy Ghost, and 
with Divine influence beaming from his counte- 
nance, we have at Icast two demonstrable historical 
inaccuracies. And the occurrence of similar ones 
in the gospel does not in any way affect the inspi- 
ration or the veracity of the evangelists. 

It may be well to mention one notable illustra- 
tion of these principles. What can be more un- 
doubted and unanimous than the testimony of the 
evangelists to the resurrection of the Lord? If 
there be one fact rather than another of which the 
apostles were witnesses, 2¢ was this; and in the 
concurrent narrative of all four evangelists, it 
stands related beyond all ecavil or question. Yet, 
of all the events which they have described, none 
is so variously put forth in detail or with so many 
minor discrepancies. And this was just what might 
have been expected on the principles laid down 
above. The great fact that the Lord «was risen, 
set forth by the ocular witness of the apostles, who 
had seen him—became from that day first in im- 
portance in the delivery of their testimony. The 
precise order of his appearances would naturally, 
from the overwhelming nature of their present emo- 
tions, be a matter of minor consequence, and per- 
haps not even of accurate inquiry till some time 
had passed. Then, with the utmost desire on the 
part of the women and apostles, to collect the 
events in their exact order of time, seme confusion 
would be apparent in the history, and some discre- 
pancies in the versions of it, which were the result 
of separate and independent inquiries; the traces 
of which pervade our present accounts. But what 
fair-judging student of the gospels ever made these 
variations or discrepancies a ground for doubting 
the veracity of the evangelists as to the fact of the 
resurrection, or the principal details of the Lord’s 
appearances after it? It will be well to state the 
bearing of the opinions here advanced on two terms 
in common use, viz., verbal and plenary inspira- 
tion. 


altogether the credibility of our evangelists. Hardly 
a single instance of parallelism between them 
arises, where they do not relate the same thing, 
indeed, in substance, but expressed in terms which, 
if literally taken, are incompatible with each other. 
To cite only one obvious instance, the title over the 
cross was written in Greek. According then to 
the verbal inspiration theory, each evangelist has 
recorded the exact words of the inscription; not 
the general sense, but the inscription itself,—not a 
letter more or less. Its advocates must not be al- 
lowed, with convenient inconsistency, to take refuge 
in a common sense view of the matter wherever 
their theory fails them, and still to uphold it in the 
main. And how it will here apply, the following 
comparison will show :— 

Matthew : otrés éorw incods 6 Bactheds rdv iovdaiwy 

Mark: 6 Bactdeds ray iovdaiwv 

Luke : 6 Bacidkis rv iovdaiwy odréds 

Jolin: insods 6 valwpios & Bactdeds rv iovdaiwy 

Another objection to the theory is, that if it be 
so, the christian world is left in uncertainty what 
her Scriptures are, so long as the sacred text is full 
of various readings. Some one manuscript must 
be pointed out to us, which carries the weight of 
verbal inspiration, or some text whose authority 
shall be undoubted, must be promulgated. But 
wanifestly neither of these things can ever happen. 
To the latest age the readings of some important 
passages will be matter of doubt in the church; 
and which is equally subversive of the theory, 
though not of equal importance in itself, there is 
hardly a sentence in the whole of the gospels, in 
which there are not varieties of diction in the prin- 
cipal manuscripts, baffling all attempts to decide 
which is its original form. The fact is, that this 
theory uniformly gives way before intelligent 
study of the Scriptures themselves, and is only 
held consistently and thoroughly by those who 
have never undertaken that study. When put 
forth by those who have, it is never carried fairly 
through; but while broadly asserted, is in detail 
abandoned. 

If I understand plenary inspiration rightly, I 
hold it to the utmost as entirely consistent with the 
views expressed in this section. The inspiration of 
the sacred writers I believe to have consisted in the 
fulness of the influence of the Holy Spirit, specially 
raising them to, and enabling them, for their work, 
in a manner which distinguishes them from all 
other writers in the world, and their work from all 
other works, ‘The men were full of the Holy Ghost 
—the books are the pouring out of that fulness 
through the men—the conservation of the treasure 
in earthen vessels. The treasure is ours in all its 
richness; but it is ours, as only it can be ours, in 
the imperfections of human speech, in the limita- 
tions of human thought, in the variety incident first 
to individual character, and then to manifold trans- 
cription and the lapse of ages.” 


~~ 


I desire to see three words printed conspicuously | 
in “The Friend,” Dury, FAITH, and RESIGNA-| Anastatica hierochuntica, 
TION. 


From Chambers’ Journal, 
A Migratory Rose. 

Strange as the heading of this paper may ap- 
pear to the reader, the flower is nevertheless an 
entity—a thing that exists, and may be handled; 
a plant almost as regular as the swallow in its flit- 
tings to and fro; one that travels many miles an- 
nually ; and, what is more, a fashionable one— 
resorting to the sea-side during the hottest season, 
to indulge in a swim among the cool billows of the 
Mediterranean. ‘The name of this remarkable 
vegetable phenomenon is Anastatica hierochuntica 
among the botanists; the Rose of Jericho with the 
unlearned, 

Very many superstitions are connected with this 
extraordinary plant in the minds of Bedouins and 
other Arab tribes. The ancients attributed mira- 
culous virtues to the Rose of Jericho. Dispensing 
with the notions of both, however, there remains to 
us quite a sufficient charm about this apparently 
insignificant shrub, which seldom attains six inches 
in height, to apologize for introducing the subject 
to our readers. 

To behold this little rose, it is not necessary to 
tell you “to go to Jericho;” no such uncompli- 
mentary journey is required. In the arid wastes 
of Egypt, by the borders of the Gaza desert, in 
Arabia’s wilderness of sands, on the roofs of houses 
and among rubbish in Syria, abundant specimens 
are to be met with. But, like many other things 
of insignificant exterior, few pause to look upon or 
handle this wayside shrub, whieh nevertheless car- 
ries with it a lesson and a moral. 

By the laws of germination, there are, we are 
told, these three things necessary for a plant— 
humidity, heat, and oxygenized air. The first of 
them is indispensable, inasmuch as without it the 
grain or sced would not swell, and without swell- 
ing, could not burst its shell or skin; and heat, in 
union with water, brings various gases to young 
plants—(especially oxygen)—-which are necessary 
for their existence. 

With these facts before us, and a knowledge 
that rain seldom falls in most places where the 
Rose of Jericho thrives, how are we to account for 
the extraordinary circumstance of this plant being 
periodically abundant and flowering at precisely 
the same season year after year, when, by the ac- 
knowledged laws of germination, there has been that 
succour wanting which is indispensable to propa- 
gate vegetation? Now appears the most remark- 
able and most direct interposition of nature for 
her offspring—an interposition little short of mira- 
culous, and, indeed, apparently so fabulous as to 
be unworthy of record. But the fact has been es- 
tablished beyond doubt that, for its own purposes, 
this little plant performs annual journeys over a 
large extent of country, and into the ocean, whence, 
at a stated period, it, or rather its offspring, re- 
turns to the original haunts, takes root, thrives, 
and blossoms. 

In the height of spring, when nature casts her 
brilliant vesture, set with’ flowers and flowrcts of 
a hundred varied hues, over the fertile valleys and 
hills of Syria and part of Palestine; when every 
breeze is laden with rich incense from orange- 
groves or honey-suckle dells, then unliceded, amidst 
the rich profusion of vegetation, or isolated amid 
the desert sands, blossoms the tiny Rose of Jericho. 
On house-tops where the sun’s fierce rays rend ere- 
vices—on dust-heaps, where half-starved wretched 
curs prowl and dig for food or a resting-place— 
where multitudes throng the streets, and where 





neither foot of man nor beast has ever left imprint 
on the broiling sand, there sprouts the wonderful 
When summer has 
fairly set in, and flowering shrubs have ceased to 
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blossom—about the same season of the year that! ral matter, incombustible. If 100 pounds of hu- 
Mr. Bull and his family are meditating a month’s| man blood be rendered perfectly dry, by a heat not 
trip to the sea-side for fresh breezes and sea-bath-| much exceeding that of boiling water, it will be re- 
ing, when the whole house is turned topsy-turvy| duced in weight to somewhat less than 22 pounds. 





in the pleasurable excitement of packing for the 
month’s holiday—the Rose of Jericho begins to 
show symptoms of a migratory disposition also. 
How astonished Mr. Brown would be if his gar- 
dener rushed in with the startling intelligence that 
some favourite rose-bush or other plant in the gar- 
den had evinced sudden signs of restlessness, and, 
after a few preliminary efforts, had quietly taken 
itself off for the season ! 

Hadji Ismail, the Bedouin camel-driver, who 
witnesses this phenomenon annually, encountering 
scores of migratory Anastatica hierochuntica, sim- 
ply pauses to stroke his prolific beard and fresh 
charge his pipe, while he pours into the eager ears 
of some untravelled novice, legends about this won- 
derful rose—legends replete with fairy romance, in 
which almost invariably a certain unmentionable 
gentleman comes in for a volley of invectives, as 


+e 
For “ The Friend.” 


The Human Feet, 


I am not about to commence a description of the 
beautiful arrangement of muscles, play of tendons, 
and distribution of nerves and blood vessels, which 
makes the foot a delightful object of study to the 
anatomist. Cuvier and Sir Charles Bell may al- 
ways be consulted with pleasure by readers who 
desire to know, but who have not the opportunity 
practically to acquire information on the subject. 
Why it is that so many of us are indifferent to un- 
derstanding the construction and mode of operation 
of those pedestals which convey us at will when- 
ever and wherever our inclination prompts us, in 
pursuit of business or pleasure, might not be an 
unprofitable subject of inquiry. ‘To come then at 
the marrow of the matter,—not of the tarsus, 


being the instigator of this mysterious freak of|reader,—my design is more to set thee to thinking, 


nature. 


than to develop any particular train of thought 


The first symptom the Rose of Jericho gives of| myself. 


an approaching tour is the shedding of all her 
leaves; the branches then collapse, apparently 
wither, and roll themselves firmly into the shape of 
a ball. Like the fairies that travelled in nut- 
shells, this plant ensconces itself in its own frame- 
work of a convenient shape, size, and weight for 
undertaking the necessary journey. Not long has 
the flower assumed this shape when strong land- 
breezes sweep over the land, blowing hot and 
fiercely towards the ocean. In their onward 
course, these land-winds uproot and carry with 
them the bulbs or framework of our rose; and, 
once uprooted, these are tossed and blown over 
many and many a dreary mile of desert sand, till 
they are finally whirled up into the air, and swept 
over the coast into the ocean. 

Soon after the little plant comes into contact 
with the water, it unpacks again, unfolds itself, 
expands its branches, and expels its seeds from the 
seed-vessels. Then, I presume the mother-plant 


How varied are the emotions awakened in the 
mind by the sound of different feet on our front 
steps. That slow, heavy dragging stamp we know, 
even if our faithful Diamond did not intimate by 


his sharp, angry bark, must procced from one of 


those wretched travellers, saturated with alcohol, 





of character. Those who totter up and down 
when they walk, rising an inch or two every step, 
will have many corresponding ups and downs in 
life, because of their irregularity of character and 
feeling. ‘Those, too, who make a great ado in 
walking, will make much needless parade in every 
thing else, and hence spend a great amount of 
useless steam in all they undertake, yet accom- 
plish little; whereas those who walk easily, or ex- 
pend little strength in walking, will accomplish 
great results, with a little strength, both mentally 
aud physically. In short, every individual has his 
own peculiar mode of moving, which exactly ac- 
cords with his mental character.” What does my 
reader thivk of his own locomotion after this ex- 
position? Ah! if we only make it our primary 
aim to walk worthy of the high and holy vocation 
wherewith we are called, we shall find ourselves 
travelling within a very narrow, and yet sufficiently 
wide pathway, unseen of the worldly eye, and un- 
trodden of the children of pride. 

Secing that “ the way of man is not in himself,” 
and “that it is not in man that walketh to direct 
his steps,” it behoves us to take heed to ourselves 
how we walk, as well as where. The wonderful 
accuracy with which some of the roving tribes of 
the east are able to discover in a hard or rocky 
soil, not only foot-prints, where the unpractised 
eye would fail to notice any impression, but also 
the particular tribe or people to which they be- 
longed, is well known. How much more should 


who, by their number and importunity, along this| He who made us, find us out when we may ima- 
pike, are one of the greatest annoyances to our/gine we are walking in secret, ever so little apart 
otherwise quict home. ‘The Postman who lives on|from the narrow way, that is, (however we may 
the hill-side, comes with a firm, steady, peculiar) deceive ourselves,) in the broad way which leadeth 
tread,—we know it as soon as he touches the low-|downwards. The prophet Amos testifies that the 
est step. Hark! I thought I heard a footstep.|Lord requires us to walk humbly before him. We 
Yes, and that gentle, scarcely intelligible noise can|are to waik as our blessed Saviour walked, (1 John 
only be made by our dear old Aunt Mary, whojii. 6,) in the light, (1 John iii. 17,) in love, (Eph. 
comes, not without her accustomed thoughtfulness, |v. 2,) circumspectly, not as fools, (Eph. v. 15,) by 
for see, she holds in her hand a beautiful toy for | faith, not by sight, (2 Cor. v. 7,) not after the flesh, 
the baby. Little footsteps announce dear little|but after the Spirit, (Rom. viii. 1,) and then finally, 
Lucy, who lives beyond the wood in the cottage |our garments being undefiled, we shall be permitted 
with her mother, who is a widow. She comes to|to walk in white, (Rev. iii. 4.) 


inquire after grandmother’s health. We always 


It is a common remark that our blessings are 


finishes her career, or is stranded a wreck upon the|love to see Lucy; she is so thoughtful and kind only fully appreciated, when they are withdrawn. 
sea-beach. However this may be, it seems evident|that everybody seems to love her. How different|The blessing of a sound and perfect foot is truly 
that the seeds, after having been thoroughly satu-|from coarse little Annie, whose slipshod mother is|valued by those who sprain their ankle, those who 
rated with water, are brought back by the waves, |just coming up the steps, dirty, ragged and dis-|have gout or what is called a bunnion. Solomon 


and cast high and dry upon the beach. When the| agreeable, 
westerly winds set in with violence from the sea, 
they carry these seeds back with them, scattering 
them far and wide over the desert, and among in- 
habited lands; and so surely as the spring-time 
comes round, will the desolate borders of the desert 


There is a step now on the stair, 

Now through the hall ’tis lightly sped, 
To me, these solitary were, 

Though filled with life, without that tread. 


says that “confidence in an unfaithful man in time 
of trouble, is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of 
joint.” Only imagine the whole weight entrusted 
to a dislocated ankle! And is it not astonishing 
that any female should become so infatuated as to 


Speaking of the indications of character in an|compress their feet to half their natural dimensions, 


be enlivened by the tiny blossoms of the Rose of individual discoverable by his walk, an intelligent |thereby laming them forever, and making walking 


Jericho. observer remarks,—“ a short and quick step indi- 


cates a brisk and active, but rather contracted 
Composition of the Human Body.—It is aseer-| mind, whereas those who take long steps, general- 





an impossibility? Such are the benighted votaries 
jof fashion in pagan China. Not less astonishing 
to the reflecting mind is it that a female should so 


tained that a man of 154 pounds’ weight contains |ly have long heads; yet if their step be slow, they |compress her lungs as forever to render them unfit 


116 pounds of water, and only 38 pounds of dry | will make but little progress, while those whose 
matter. From his skin and from his lungs, water is|step is long and quick, will accomplish proportion- 
continually evaporating. Were the air around him |ally much, and pass most of their competitors on 
perfectly dry, his skin would become parched and|the highway of life. Those who sluff or drag 
shriveled, and thirst would oppress his feverish frame. | their heels, drag and drawl in everything; while 
The air which he breathes from his lungs is loaded |those who walk with a springing, bounding step, 
with moisture. Were that which he draws in en-| abound in mental snap and spring. Those whose 


for breathing, thereby engendering a fatal disease. 
Such are the benighted votaries of fashion in chris- 
tian America. 

“ How beautiful are the feet of those that preach 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things.” Oh, the humility of a faithful, devoted 
servant of our Divine Lord and Lawgiver! Pat- 


tirely free from watery vapour, he would soon|walk is mincing, affected and artificial, rarely, if|terning after His holy example, who condescended 


breathe out the fluids which fill up his tissues, and|ever, accomplish much; whereas those who walk 
would dry up into a withered and ghastly mummy. | carclessly, that is naturally, are just what they ap- 
It is because the simoom and other hot winds of|pear to be, and put on nothing for outside show. 
the desert approach to this state of dryness that|Those who, in walking, roll from side to side, lack 
they are so fatal in the arid waste. directness of character, and side every way, ac- 

Prof. Quetelet states, that of the 38 pounds of cording to circumstances; whereas, those who take 
dry matter in the model man, 24 pounds are flesh a bee-line—that is, whose body moves neither to 
and fat, and 14 pounds bone; 28 pounds are|the right nor left, but straight forward—have a 
organic matter, combustible, and 10 pounds mine-| corresponding directness of purpose, and oneness 





to wash his disciple’s feet, such are made willing 
to wash one another's feet. Nay, if it should be 
that one of their feet offend, these are willing to 
sever it from the body; and finally, feeling that, 
with the most that they are able to command, they 
must of necessity be unprofitable servants, they 
are ready at all times to cast all crowns with 
themselves at his holy feet. 
Fourth mo. 18th, 1859. 
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nor wrinkle is left to hinder their pure fellowship| too solicitous in keeping, too anxious in increasing, | sustained success, and the perfect peace which he 
with the glorious church, as described by the|nor too sorrowful in losing.” These golden sen- |enjoyed when in danger of losing all, were the re- 
Apostle. ‘The church, as it shall be, when it arrives|tences were inscribed on the account-books of a jsult of the self-same thing. He had commenced 
in full acceptance with Him, who is glorious in| London merchant, who, not content with writing |his business with God, and with God in prayer and 
holiness, and fearful in praises. Mayst thou, and| them in his books, embodied them in the consistent | consultation he carried it on. Or, as he himself 
|, witness an increase of solicitude, to be more and| practice of fifty years. The Lord gave him power | expressed it, “he traded for Christ.” There was 
more prepared therefor.” to get wealth, and just when he was on the way to|in partnership with him a wonderful counsellor, to 
get a great deal more, he said, “It is enough,”| whom he could resort in every dilemma, and who 

G. C. to H. D. and, retiring from a prosperous trade, devoted his|could send him supplies in the most wonderful 

“East Nottingham, 28th of Second mo., 1802. |remaining years to doing good. His income was|ways—a friend as wise as he was kind, who kept 
“Esteemed Friend,—As one increasing in the|not great, but he had once been happy with a great|him from losing courage in the most threatening 


infirmities of the flesh myself, I often feel sym-|deal less; and though he might have lived his re-|conjunctures, and who kept his heart from break- 
athy with thee, under like infirmities in the de-|maining years up to that income, there was one jing in the most crushing disasters. And so, dear 
cline of life. This feeling seemed to be rather in-|thing which hindered him. “ None of us liveth to|sirs, if you would secure a blessing on your busi- 
creased at our last interview, with sincere desire| himself.” “Ye are bought with a price.” And |ness, let it be your first concern to consecrate that 
for myself and for thee, that by an effectual sub-| accordingly, when one day he took a young friend | business. Let each dedicate his traffic even as he 
mission under the great Refiner’s hand, we might|to see Abney Park, at that time offered for sale, | dedicates himself and his household to the Lord. 
be favoured to experience our last to be our|and had shown him with enthusiasm, the house} When Charles Grant was the East India Com- 
brightest and best days, that our sun might not set| where Dr. Watts so long resided, the room in which |pany’s commercial resident at Malta, the profits of 
under acloud. I may confess, I have experienced|he composed his beautiful works, the bed-room)|his office were so great that after a few years he 
solid benefit, in endeavouring to submit to be|where he slept, and the turret on the roof, where|sent his books to Bengal to be examined, statin 
plunged time after time in that spiritual place of|he used to sit gazing on the scenery—-his compa-|that he was making money so fast that he feared it 
washing, typified by the river of Jordan formerly.|nion wondered that he did not buy the place, and |could not all be correct, though he himself could 
In that river one in high rank, who desired to belive init. “I might,” was his answer, “but to/not find out the mistake. But the Governor-Gen- 
cleansed from the uncleanness of his outward|live here would consume all my income, and no-|eral instantly returned them unopened, bidding him 
leprosy, was bidden by the prophet to go and wash, | thing would compensate for the pleasure I have in| keep his mind quite easy, and telling him that no- 
not once or twice only, but seven times, for ajliving within my income, that I may serve God | body except himself was troubled with such nervous- 
thorough cleansing. with the surplus.” The horse-leech hath seven|ness. And it would be easy to quote abundant 
“He, with whom we have to do, is a most merci-| daughters, saying, Give, give, and the love of mo-|instances where uprightness and integrity have 
ful Saviour, able to deliver to the uttermost, all|ney hath as many, saying, Get, get, and the only|made the christian stand out in bright relief, and 
who fully submit to the cleansing operations of his] antidote to this self-feeding rapacity is the gospel.|have wrung even from a reluctant world, a mo- 
Spirit and power. He came that we, his called| The only man who ever found a competency is the| ment’s plaudit or the more solid tribute of lasting 
children, ‘ might have life,’ and as we yield up un-|man who has found in godliness with contentment | respect and confidence. And this is the best ser- 
reservedly to his will, we shall no doubt even here,| great gain. When business prospers, he can still\vice which any man can render to the gospel, the 
and more especially when we launch out of time,| live on little, and give a large amount away ; and|most precious and welcome of all contributions— 
receive and ‘have it more abundantly.’ There-|he can even achieve the prodigy at which so many |the contribution of a consistent character—Dr. 
fore let us be encouraged to hold on in the warfare,| marvel—retire from a thriving business, and bid | James Hamilton. 
as our bodily powers decrease, with a firm hope} adieu to boundless prospects, in order to live on a 
of the certainty and fulness of the reward that is| limited or lessened revenue. 
to be given to those who overcome. ur situa-| Another benefit of true piety is the support 
tions outwardly have been, and are very different,| which it affords its possessor in a season of com- 
comparatively, like a king on the throne, and a|mercial calamity. We have few more delightful 
peasant struggling for a living. Yet in the line of| biographies than that of Joseph Williams. He was 
brotherhood, the rich and the poor are permitted|a carpet manufacturer at Kidderminster, a hun- 
to come near together; nor is the latter without|dred years ago; and in a letter to — Walker, of 
his liberty in a decent freedom to speak of things| Truro, he says: “I am an old man; a tradesman 
relative to the excellency and good order of the} also of no small account in this neighbourhood ; 
heavenly Father’s house. but I trust my morc beloved, because more gainful, 
“ Our freedom and regard seemed to begin when| traffic lies in a far country. Grace unknown, though 
the sympathy of one in low degree, prevailed in a} not unfelt, put me in this way forty-four years ago. 
heartfelt manner towards thee, as well as others| I was then inclined to seek goodly pearls, and hav- 
who, twenty-four years since, were sent as exiles|ing found one pearl of great price, | was willing to 
into Virginia. You were then pretty well ac-|sell all and buy it. And now my traffic is to the 
quainted with deep draughts from the cup of ad-|country beyond Jordan, and my chief correspond-|my heart, by the Spirit of the Lord, yet thy ab- 
versity, and yet, in that dispensation, you were not] ence with the King of Zion, a good friend to mer-|sence is great, and years to come shall know the 
forsaken of the smiles of the great Controller of|chantmen. He first condescended to traffic with| want of thee! 
events. This afforded, I doubt not, seasons of re-| me, furnished me with the stock, made me many| “When I think upon thee, I am melted into 
newing of strength and consolation, with an in-| valuable remittances, and hath firmly assured me of tears of true sorrow, and because of the want that 
crease of that precious Faith, which is able to|a great and good inheritance to which I am to sail| the inheritance of the Lord hath of thee, my sub- 
cause mountains to melt before those who have] and take possession, as soon as I shall be ready for|stance is even as dissolved. Shall I not say, as 
had their vessels cleansed, so as fully to inherit it.| it, and our mutual interest will be thereby best pro-| David said of Saul and Jonathan, when they were 
It is good to look back to those seasons when ‘the|moted. And I have so high an opinion of Zion’s|slain in Mount Gilboa, ‘the beauty of Israel is 
Wormwood and the gall’ were largely partaken of.|king, and can so firmly rely on his promises, that/slain upon the high places!’ I am distressed for 
To have them profitably in remembrance tends to|I look on my said possession as a done thing, for,|thee, my brother: very pleasant hast thou been to 
promote a deep, inward inspection, as to the im-|indeed, he hath confirmed his promises by many|me, and my love to thee was wonderful, passing 
provement we have made under the dispensations| undeniable pledges.” This happy old christian|the love of women. Oh thou, whose bow never 
allotted us, in overcoming the world, and the foibles| was tried at his outset by heavy losses which nearly |turned back, neither sword empty from the blood 
of the flesh, and in obtaining an increase in the| overwhelmed him; but his heart was fixed, and|of the slain, from the slaughter of the mighty, 
riches of true faith and of good works.” in the midst of all his anxieties and disasters, we|who made nations and multitudes shake with the 
find him saying: “Surely I find my soul growing| word of life in thy mouth, and wast very dreadful 
in submission to God’s will, and in delight in God|to the enemies of the Lord ; thou wert expert to 
and in duty. Surely I am enabled to love God|handle thy weapon, and by thee the mighty have 
more, not only by means of this trial, but for it.”| fallen, and the slain of the Lord have been many. 
And the steady hand with which he carried the|Oh, how certain a sound did thy trumpet give! 
cup of prosperity when full, and the serene coun-|Thou hast put thy hand to the hammer of the 
tenance with which he drank the cup when em-| Lord, and hast often fastened nails in the heads of 
bittered, the meckness and modesty with which he|the Lamb’s enemies, as Jacl did to Sisera; and 















































For “The Friend.” 
Some extracts from a pathetic testimony to the 
memory of Edward Burrough, by his dear 
Sriend and companion, Francis Howgill ; with 
a short additional account of him from another 
pen. 
FOR OUR YOUNG FRIENDS, 


“Shall days, or months, or years, wear out thy 
name, as though thou hadst no being?” Francis 
Howgill says, affectionately apostrophizing his de- 
parted friend; and giving vent awhile, in this 
strain, to his emotions. “ Oh, Edward Burrough !” 
he continues, “I cannot but mourn for thee; yet 
not as one without hope or faith—knowing, and 
having a perfect testimony of thy well-being, in 





Models for Men of Business. 

A blessing which real religion confers on its 
mercantile possessor is, moderation in prosperity. 
“He that maketh haste to be rich shall not be in- 
nocent.” “But thou shalt remember the Lord thy 
God, for it is he that giveth thee power to get 
wealth.” “If rich, be not too joyful in having, 
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many a rough stone hast thou polished, and squared, |live and walk; admonishing all hereunto, and 


THE FRIEND. 


and made fit for the building of God; and much| praying for our enemies, and not hating them, but 


knotty wood hast thou hewn in thy day, which|doing good for evil.” 


“ And this is the true chris- 


was not fit for the building of God’s house. Oh,|¢zam dife learned of Christ, and this life is blessed 


thou prophet of the Lord! thou shalt for ever be 
recorded in the Lamb’s book of life—among the 
Lamb’s worthies, who have followed the Lamb 
through great tribulations, as many can witness for 
thee, from the beginning; and at last hast over- 
come, and hast been found worthy to stand with 
the Lamb upon Mount Zion, the hill of God, as I 
have often seen thee, with thy heart well tuned as 
a harp to praise the Lord, and to sound forth his 
great salvation, which many a time made glad the 
hearts of them that did believe, and strengthened 
their faith and hope.” 

“ Well! thou art at rest! and ‘bound up in the 
bundle of life ;’ and I know tears were wiped away 
from thy eyes, because there was no cause of sor- 
row in thee! for I know thou witnessedst the old 
things done away; and there was no curse, but 
blessings were poured upon thy head as rain, and 
peace as a mighty shower; and trouble was far 
from thy dwelling, though in the outward man, 
trouble on every side; and thou hadst a greater 
share in that for the gospel’s sake, (though a 
youth,) in thy time, than many besides. But now 
thou art frecd from that, and hast obtained a name, 
through faith, with the saints in light.” 

“Well, hadst thou more to give up than thy 
life, for the name of Jesus, in this world? Nay. 
And now thou art freed from the temptations of 
him who hath the power of death, and art freed 
from thy outward enemies, who hated thee because 
of the life that dwelt in thee, and remainest at the 
right hand of God, where there is joy and pleasure 
for evermore !” 

Here concludes, what we propose to extract from 
that which our historian, Sewel, calls Francis How- 
gill’s epicedium over his much beloved friend and 
brother. 

In Edward Burrough’s addresses to the mem- 
bers of his own community, he was plain, but pow- 
erful in the wisdom which “ is profitable to direct.” 
The severe pressure of these tribulating times 
called for every aid of counsel or of comfort, which 
the strong could administer to the weak; and 
herein was he made “a succourer of many.” In 
the following extracts, from his different epistles to 
Friends, a spiritual mind will find much to approve, 
and unite with. 

“ As for all the confusions, and distractions, and 
rumours of wars,” he says, in allusion to the broils 
and factions which at that time filled the kingdom, 
“what are they to us? What have we to do 
with them, and wherein are we concerned in these 
things? Js not our kingdom of another world, 
even that of peace and righteousness? And hath 
not the Lord called us, and chosen us into the pos- 
session of that inheritance, wherein strife and en- 
mity dwell not? Yea, he hath broken down that 
part in us that is related thereunto; and being 
dead in that nature of strife, bloodshed, and wars, 
how can we live in strife and contention in the 
world, or have fellowship with any therein?” 
“Our kingdom is imward—and our weapons are 


spiritual—and our victory and peace are not of 


this world—and our war is against our soul’s ene- 
mies, and against the power of darkness, even by 
the sword of the spirit, which God hath given us, 
and called us to war therewith, and to convert 
people from sin and death, and from the very occa- 
sion of wars and contentions about the things that 
are earthly.” 

“ The fruits of the Spirit of God are of another 
nature, even peace and meekness towards all, and 
not enmity towards any; in which spirit let us 






























in this world, and in the world to come; and they 
that live here, are redeemed out of the world, 
wherein are troubles and confusion, war and 
strife.” 

Of the nearness of his departure from this 
world, Edward Burrough seemed to have had some 
foreshadowing in his mind: for he said, a few 
months before, to his particular friends, on parting 
from them at Bristol, that, “he did not know he 
should see their faces any more; and therefore he 
exhorted them to faithfulness and steadfastness in 
that wherein they had found rest for their souls.” 
And to his bosom friend, Francis Howgill, he said, 
“Tcan freely go to the city of London, and lay 
down my life for a testimony of that truth which I 
have declared through the power and Spirit of God.” 

Thus “ setting his face like a flint,” to suffer or 
to die, this faithful disciple of the King of martyrs, 
came to London, where, in consequence of being 
found preaching at the meeting-house called the 
Bull and Mouth, he was taken before Alderman 
Richard Brown, and committed to Newgate. Here 
he was confined about eight months in company 
with about a hundred and forty prisoners besides ; 
and in consequence of the crowding together of so 
many persons under the privation of air, cleanli- 
ness, and every common comfort which human ex- 
istence requires, several of them sickened and died, 
of which number he was one. 

During the time of his weakness, he was very 
fervent in prayer, both for himself and his friends; 
eaped him. The deep devotedness of soul, where- 
cause of Truth, not only permitted but prompted 
the holy boldness, with which at this trying hour, 


wrll,| for the gospel’s sake. And now, O Lord! 


Father, “Thou hast loved me, and I have loved 


thee from my youth unto this day; and have 


served thee faithfully in my generation !” 


To his friends who were about him, and who 
he, no doubt, anticipated would severely feel the 
want-of him, he addressed a few words of com- 
fort, by reminding them, that the righteous were 


taken away from the evil to come; and of exhort- 
ation, by saying, “ dive in love and peace.” 

Nor was this heavenly-minded man unmindful 
to supplicate for his enemies and persecutors, 
naming the most unrelenting of them, by saying, 
“Lord, forgive Richard Brown—if he may be 
forgiven !” 
death was approaching, he said, ‘though this body 
of clay must turn into dust, yet I have a testimony 
that I have served God in my generation; and 


that spirit which hath lived and acted, and ruled 


in me, shall yet break forth in thousands,” 

“The morning before he departed this life, 
which was about the latter end of this year, 
[1662,] he said, ‘ Now my soul and spirit is cen- 
tred into its own being with God! and this form 
of person must return from whence it was taken !’ 

“This,” continues the historian, “ was the exit 
of Edward Burrough! who, in his flourishing 
years, (viz. about the age of eight-and-twenty,) in 
an unmarried state, changed this mortal life for an 
incorruptible !” 

George Fox, hearing of Edward Burrough’s de- 
cease, and being sensible how great a grief and 

































and many consolatory and glorious expressions es- 
with from his youth he had given himself up to the 
he proclaimed himself the servant of the Lord. 
“T have preached the gospel,” he said, “ freely in 
this city, and have often given up my life, [as to 


rip open my heart, and see if it be not right before 
thee!’ Again, appealing in prayer to his Heavenly 


“ Being sensible,” says Sewel, “ that 





exercise it would be to Friends to part with him 
wrote the following lines for the staying and set- 
tling of their minds. 

The lines alluded to are but few, and expressed 
in his own peculiar mode, which ever turned the 
soul to the divine seed, or holy germ of eternal life 
within it, for ad/ it stood in need of. “ Be still and 
quiet,” he says, “in your own conditions, and settled 
in the seed of God that doth not change ; that in 
that you may feel fear E. B. among you ;” and 
with a few more words to the same effect, he con- 
cludes by reminding them that in doing so, they 
may continue to “enjoy him in the life that doth 
not change, which is invisible. 

Seems For “The Friend.” 
Letter from Philip Melancthon to John Pleffinger 
on the Loss of his Son. 
WRITTEN ABOUT THE YEAR 1515. 

“God has implanted the principle of natural 
affection in mankind, for the double purpose of 
strengthening the bonds of human society, and 
teaching us to realize the ardour of his love, to his 
own Son, and to us. He therefore approves the 
affection we cherish for our offspring, and the piety 
of our grief for their loss. Natural affection is pe- 
culiarly forcible in the minds of a superior order; 
on which account, I doubt not, that the loss of your 
son—a son, too, not only possessed of the most ami- 
able disposition, but of a mind well stored with 
literature; not only inclined by his very constitu- 
tion, to moral habits, but under the constant influ- 
ence of true religion, and already engaged in a 
course of study in which his capacity promised so 
much—the loss of such a son, I say, must affect 
you with the deepest grief. And be assured I am 
not disposed to accuse you of weakness; on the 
contrary, I acknowledge—I commend your piety 
—lI truly lament your personal bereavement and 
the public loss ; for Iam apprehensive that in these 
times, the churches will feel the want of teachers 
properly instructed. But you are well aware that 
we are permitted to mourn though not immode- 
rately. It is certain that these events are under 
the Divine superintendence; it becomes us, therefore, 
to manifest a due submission of mind to God, and 
quietly resign ourselves to his disposal in every sea- 
son of adversity.—I will not now advert to the 
physical causes of death, for though naturally ex- 
posed to various diseases, let us rather regard the 
will of God in this dispensation, and not so much 
our own loss; and let us realize the blessing which 
in being removed from this afflictive, and these 
calamitous times, he is called to share. If we truly 
love him, we shall rejoice in his happiness ; and if 
we righty understand christian truth, we shall be 
disposed to congratulate him upon the society of 
the heavenly assembly, where he no longer drinks 
the streams of knowledge, mingled and polluted as 
they are in the present world, but enjoys free access 
to the pure and infinite fountain of wisdom—holds 
intercourse with the Son of God himself, the pro- 
phets and apostles; and, with inexpressible de- 
light, joins in praising God for so early an admis- 
sion to that illustrious assembly ; the thought of 
which may well enkindle within us a desire to 
escape from our earthly imprisonment. Perhaps 
it increases your sorrow to recollect his capacity, 
his erudition, his virtue, and you fondly wish for 
the charming company of such a son; but these 
very excellencies themselves ought to diminish your 
regrets, because you knew how they contributed 
to the good of many, during the short period of his 
mortal life, and proved that his departure was 
only a removal to the happy intercourse of heaven. 
In fact, as often as you reflect upon these qualities 
of your dear son, you have reason to be thankful 
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to God, who has shown such kindness, both to you 
and to him, as to confer upon him the greatest of 
all favours; for a grateful mind will record mer- 
cies as well as crosses, 

« It is becoming, therefore, as you know, to be re- 
signed to the will of God, who requires us to mo- 
derate our griefs, and believe that no real evil has 
befallen your son. Let these considerations afford 
you comfort, and repress undue anxiety. The 
minds of men are naturally influenced by exam- 

Je: for it seems proper that we should not refuse 
to endure the afflictions incident to others, and 
which must be sustained as the common law of our 
pature. How calamitous must the death of Abel 
have appeared to our first parents, by the murder 
of whom their future hopes, in reference to the 
church, seemed to be cut off, in regard to their own 
family; and how much greater cause of sorrow 
attached to them, when the human race consisted 
of so small a number, than can belong to you, who 
possess a surviving family, in which distinct evi- 
dences of piety may be traced? They were doubly) 
wounded by the death of one son, and still more 
by the wickedness of his impious brother. 

“Tnnumerable instances may be adduced from| 
the history of all ages. Recollect the old bishop 
of Antioch, whose three sons were slain by the 
tyrant Decius, in the very presence of their parents, | 
who not only witnessed his cruel conduct, but ex- 
horted and encouraged their children to suffer ; 
after which their mother beheld the murder of her 
husband; and having embraced the cold remains 
of her children and her husband, solemnly com- 
mitted them to the grave. 

“You remember also the history of the Emperor} 
Mauritius, who stood a silent spectator, while his} 
son and daughter were slain; but when the mur- 
derer approached his wife, he exclaimed amid a! 
flood of tears, ‘Righteous art Thou, Oh! Lord, 
and upright are thy judgments.” 

“Wise men have often inquired with astonish- 
ment, for what reason the feeble nature of men is! 
oppressed with such a weight of affliction; but we, | 
who can trace the causes to a divine origin, ought! 
to be resigned to the appointments of God, and 





avail ourselves of these remedies for grief which! united with by the meeting, they were appointed to 
divine goodness has revealed; and while these are) the respective stations. 


your solace, reflect upon this bright example of do- 
mestic piety. 

“Tf, when you are absent for a season from your 
family, and placed at a distance amongst persons! 
uncongenial to your taste, the hope of returning) 
home alleviates your vexations; so now you may 
be stimulated to patience by the consideration that} 
in a little time you will again embrace your son, 
in the delightful assembly of the skies, adorned| 
with a more splendid distinction than any on earth 
can command; I mean, with the Glory of God; 
and placed among prophets, apostles, and the 
shining hosts of ‘heaven, there to live for ever, en- 
joying the vision of God, and the enrapturing in- 
tercourse of Christ himself, the holy apostles, and 
prophets, 


some pilgrimage, as the goal of our course; and 
let us bear with the greater fortitude our present 


° 20 . | 
afllictions, because the race is short, and we are 



























THE FRIEND. Third-day morning.—The meeting entered on 
the consideration of the state of its subordinate 
branches and members, as set forth in the answers 
to the queries, and, having proceeded as far as the 
sixth query inclusive, it adjourned until 4 o’clock, 
P. M. 

4 o'clock, p, M—Proceeded in attending to the 
state of Society as represented by the replies to the 
queries. After they had been got through with, 
the subject of granting certificates to, and receiving 
certificates from those meetings which have ac- 
knowledged the separate mecting in Ohio was 
introduced, and led to some discussion. A very 
few individuals advanced the opinion that the 
subordinate meetings should no longer grant or ac- 
cept such certificates, but this opinion was evident- 
ly not in accordance with the judgment of the 
meeting. It was observed by several Friends that 
in the present state of our religious Society, the 
subject was one attended with difficulties, but that 
the present was no time to inake any change from 
the usual practice, and that it was incumbent on 
meetings and members, to regard the provision of 
the discipline upon the subject. This was the pre- 
vailing sentiment expressed in the meeting, and the 
subject was left without any decision being minu- 
ted. Then adjourned until 4v’clock on Fourth- 
day afternoon. 

Fourth-day, 4 o'clock, ep. M—After the open- 
ing minute was read, the report of the Boarding- 
School Committee was read, but before the meet- 
ing could enter upon the consideration of the state 
of the School as presented thereby, a Friend pro- 
posed the reading of the certificates of our friend, 
Robert Lindsay, now on a visit in this land, more 
particularly to persons not of our Society, and to 
a class of members residing in situations remote 
from the settlements of Friends. As these certifi- 
cates had not come up from the Meeting of minis- 
ters and elders, the reading of them was objected 
Afternooy.—The Representatives reported that|to. The objection on the part of some was based 
on conferring together, the way did not open to make) on the fact of those documents not being addressed 
a change at the present time, they therefore pro-|to this meeting. It was conceded by all, that it 
posed the continuance of William Evans as clerk,|had been the practice for more than fifty years in 
and Samuel Hilles to assist him; which being|this Yearly Meeting, for no certificates of ministers 
visiting it to be read in it, unless they had first 
been read in the Meeting of ministers and elders. 
The clerk was about to proceed with reading|This opened the question of the right of the latter 
the minutes of the Meeting for Suffering, when a} meeting to withhold such certificates, and the dis- 
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PHILADELPHIA YEARLY MEETING. 

The Yearly Meeting which assembled in Phila- 
delphia on the 18th instant, was quite as large as 
any held here for several years past. The Repre- 
sentatives on being called were all present except 
two, one of whom it was stated was prevented from 
attendance by indisposition. An appeal from the 
judgment of Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting was 
referred to a committee. 

The clerk informed the meeting there were upon 
the table some papers received through the corres- 
pondents in London, one of which was a minute of 
London Yearly Meeting, informing of its having 
declined addressing an epistle to this Yearly Meet- 
ing last year, which minute he proposed to read. 
Objections being made to having the minute read, 
considerable discussion ensued upon the subject. 
Several Friends expressed the opinion that as it 
had been concluded by Philadelphia Yearly meet- 
ing two years ago to suspend all epistolary inter- 
course with other Yearly Meetings, and London 
Yearly Meeting had informed this meeting last year 
that it had decided not to send an epistle to it, it 
was therefore better to let the subject pass by with- 
out further notice. A very few objected to the 
reading of the minute on the ground of London 
Yearly Meeting having acknowledged the separate 
meeting in Ohio, while a large number spoke in 
favor of having the minute read. Finally it was 
concluded to omit the reading, and proceed with 
the business in usual course. ‘The Representatives 
being requested to stop at the rise of the meeting, 
to consider of and propose to the next sitting, the 
name of a Friend to act as clerk, and another to 
assist him, then adjourned to 4 o'clock P. M. 


Friend stated to the meeting that he had laid upon 
the table an epistle from Baltimore Yearly Meet- 
ing held at Nottingham, addressed to this, which 
epistle he thought ought now -to be read. A few 
voices were heard in approbation of reading it, 
but the meeting on consideration decided not to 
have it read, 

The minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings were 
now laid before the meeting, setting forth the pro- 
ceedings of that body during the past year. The 
principal subjects that had engaged its attention, 
were the printing and distribution of the “‘ Appeal 
on behalf of the Coloured Races,” prepared by 


Let us constantly look forward to this| that body last year, and approved by the Yearly 
glorious eternity, during the whole of our trouble- 


Meeting, and the preparation of a new and enlarged 
\edition of the “ Advices” issued by the Yearly 
| Meeting to its members at different times. There was 
| an interesting report respecting the printing and di:- 


destined, not to the fugitive enjoyments of this| tribution of the approved writings of Friends, Xe. 


life, but to the possession of that blessed eternity, 
ia which we shall participate, the wisdom and the 
righteousness of God. 

“ But as you, my learned and pious friend, are 


The labours of the Meeting for Sufferings were ap- 
proved, and a desire expressed that it might con- 
tinue to execute faithfully the duties entrusted to 


cipline relative to the reading of the certificates of 
ministers visiting the Yearly Meeting was read. 
It was contended by several, that the language of 
the discipline left no right of withholding certifi- 
cates in the hands of the Meeting of ministers and 
elders; while, on the other hand, it was main- 
tained, that as this practice had obtained for so 
long a period, during which the discipline had been 
twice revised, and yet no change had taken place, 
it was to be considered that the Yearly Meeting 
had sanctioned the Meeting of ministers and elders 
in exercising a judgment, respecting the certificates 
of those attending the Yearly Meeting, and which 
were presented to it. A fear was expressed by 
some Friends, lest the omission to read such certi- 
ficates might be construed as a manifestation on 
the part of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of a de- 
sire or intention to cut itself off from other Yearly 
Meetings.. This, however, was decidedly repu- 
diated, and the desire expressed by many that the 
way would ere long be opened for the renewal of 
correspondence with the other Yearly Meetings. 


it. Monthly Meetings were directed to see that all] The subject was then passed from, and the report 


Well acquainted with these truths, I have written! their members were supplied with copies of the|of the School Committee again read. This report 


the more briefly; and I pray God to invigorate 


“ Advices.” 


A committee was appointed to exam-|was interesting and satisfactory, and the Commit- 


both your body and mind. “You remember, it is|ine and settle the Treasurer's account, and the|tee was encouraged to continue their care and la- 





said, ‘In Him we live, and move, and have our 
being.’ Farewell.” 


morning. 


meeting adjourned until ten o'clock on Third-day|bour to maintain the School in its present efficient 


condition, and in accordance with the religious con- 
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cern of the Yearly Meeting. Then adjourned to 
4 o'clock, Fifth-day afternoon. 

Fifth-day, 4 o'clock, Pp. M.—The first subject 
that claimed the attention of the meeting was the 
Report of the Committee charged with the gradual 
civilization of the Indian natives, which was un- 
usually interesting and encouraging, showing that 
those poor people who are under the care of this 
Yearly Meeting, are reaping decided advantages 
from the care and help which have been bestowed 
by it upon them. 

From the reports upon the use of spirituous li- 
quors by the members, sent up from the respective 
Quarters, which were now read, it appeared there 
are remaining sixty-seven who have occasionally 
used this pernicious article as drink, or given it as 
such to others during the past year. A strong de- 
sire was manifested that the subordinate meetings 
and members may not relax in their efforts to en- 
tirely remove this dangerous practice from within 
our borders, and that affectionate labour skould be 
continued towards those who have, as yet, been 
unwilling to conform to the concern of the body, 
by altogether abstaining from the use of this per- 
hicious article as a beverage. The subject was 
again recommended to the care of Quarterly and 
Monthly meetings, which are desired to give it re- 
newed attention, and report as usual next year. 

The reports upon the school education of the 
children of Friends within the limits of the Yearly 
Meeting, showed an aggregate of thirteen hundred | 
and twelve of suitable age to go to school, with) 
their disposition in that respect during the past 
year. The great importance of having the children 
of Friends educated in schools under the care of 
Friends, where they may be in good measure 
shielded from the contaminating influence of bad 
associates, and their minds be imbued with a 
knowledge of and love for the principles of the 
gospel as held by Friends, was urged upon the 
meeting, and a fear expressed lest the increase in 
the number of the children sent to the public 
schools may prove prejudical to their best interest 
and that of the Society. The subject was again 





commended to the serious attention of the subordi- 
nate meetings, which are to report upon it next 
year. 

The Committee appointed on the Treasurer’s 
account, made report, which was adopted. 

A report signed by ten of the Committee on the 
Appeal, confirming the decisions of the meetings 
below, was read and minuted. 

The Clerk read a minute prepared by him, em- 
bodying the exercise of the meeting in relation to 
the state of its members, as manifested during the 
reading and answering of the Queries, which being 
approved, and the business being all gone through, 
the meeting concluded ; to meet again at the usual 
time next year. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


EUROPE.—News from Liverpool to Fourth mo. 9th. 

Lord Derby had announced in the British House of 
Lords, that the Cabinet had decided to dissolve Parlia- 
ment, as soon as the public business permitted. They 
thought that the country ought to be consulted at the 
present crisis, and because the interests of peace would 
suffer from a change in the administration. D’Israeli 
made a similar announcement in the House of Commons. 

The Sedition trials in Belfast resulted in the disagree- 
ment of the jury. 

The question of peace or war on the continent was 
still in doubt and uncertainty. The government of Sar- 
dinia manifests no intention of disarming, while Austria 
insists upon this step as a preliminary condition to the 
Congress. The movement of troops and war material in 
France continued on a laige scale. The war feeling was 
also strong in Austria. The Times correspondent in 





Vienna had telegraphed as follows: “ The long expected 


crisis is at hand. A corps of fifty thousand men goes 
from this city to Italy to-morrow, and on the following 
day another corps of sixty thousand men is to be assem- 
bled here. A reserve corps of seventy thousand men will 
be placed in Bohemia and Moravia. 

Gortschakoff, the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
presided at the Conference on the affairs of the Danu- 
bian Principalities, which opened on the 7th. The Ot- 
toman Plenipotentiary set forth the reasons which in- 
duced the Sultan to submit the question of the election 
of Conza to the Conference. 

The London Morning Post publishes a long and im- 
portant memorandum presented by the Sardinian go- 
vernment to that of Great Britain on the condition of 
Italy. It points out the means by which the danger of 
war or a revolution might be warded off, and the Italian 
question at least temporarily solved. Tie correspondent 
of the Times, at Rome, says that the general opinion 
there is, that the proposed Congress will simply delay 
war, but cannot prevent it, because it will not effectually 
settle the Italian question. ; 

The Portuguese government has authorized the free 
admission into Portugal of Indian corn. 

The Russian government has effected a loan of £12,- 
000,000 at three per cent. The loan to be paid in instal- 
ments. By way of Russia, it is reported that a famine 
was prevailing in the southern part of China. 

Australian papers of Second month 14th, had been re- 
ceived. New gold fields, of fair promise, had been dis- 
covered near Melbourne. The shipments of gold con- 
tinued large. Over a million sterling was en route to 
England. The steamer Royal Charter arrived at Liver- 
pool, in 63 days from Melbourne. 

Telegraphic advices from Bombay to Third month 4th, 
had been received. The India government was seriously 
embarrassed in its finances, and there was a panic in the 
money market. The soundings taken by the steamer 
Cyclops, in the Red Sea, for the Indian telegraph, had 
been perfectly successful. 

The Liverpool cotton market had suffered a slight de- 
cline. The range of prices, from 7d. to 84d. 

The market for breadstuffs was dull, with little change 
in prices. 

The bullion in the Bank of England had decreased 
£680,000. Consols, 94} a 95, , 

Four days later news trom England, state that war was 
generally considered inevitable, and much depression 
prevailed until the 11th, when re-assuring rumors were 
current, and announcements were made that the conces- 


jsions made by Austria in the preliminary conditions, 


gave renewed hopes for the meeting of a Congress, and 
caused considerable recovery in the funds at London, 
and on the continent. Austria has proposed, and the 
other powers, it is said, have consented to a simul- 
taneous disarming before the Congress meets. 

The House of Commons has rejected a resolution in 
favour of the vote by ballot, by three majority. It was 
expected that Parliament would be dissolved in about 
au week, preparatory to a new election of members. 

The Indian loan of seven millions sterling had been 
formally introduced into the London market. 

SOUTH AMERICA.—At the latest dates, the revolu- 
tion in Chili had been nearly quelled. A considerable 
number of lives on both sides had been sacrificed during 
the outbreak.—In Bolivia, the opposition party had been 
beaten during an engagement with theegovernment 
forces.—A fearful earthquake has destroyed the city 
of Quito. The loss of property is said to amount to 
$3,000,000, and the number of lives lost is stated to be 
not less than 2000; some of the estimates make the 
number much greater. A number of small towns.to the 
northward of Quito were also destroyed by the earth- 
quake, and some damage was done at Guayaquill. 

UNITED STATES. — Treaty with Nicaragua. — A 
treaty has been negotiated with Nicaragua, and con- 
firmed by that government, by which Nicaragua engages 
to use the necessary force to keep the transit route open ; 
but if at any time she should fail to do so, the U. States 
have the right to land troops to protect persons and pro- 
perty. The treaty was returned from Nicaragua with an 
amendment which, in substance, provides that the United 
States shall use due vigilance and all lawful means to 
prevent the organization of hostile parties in this coun- 
try, for the invasion of Nicaragua. This amendment, it 
is stated, is not acceptable to the U. S. government. 
The information from Nicaragua leaves no doubt, that 
the British are acting in good faith, and are making ar- 
rangements for surrendering the Bay Islands and the 
Mosquito Protectorate. 

The Slave Trade—The Charleston (S. C.) Mercury, 
commenting on the acquittal of the crew of the slaver 
Echo, says, these men were acquitted by the jury, because it 
would have been inconsistent, cruel and hypocritical in them 


to coudemn men to death, for bringing slaves into a commus 
nity, where they are bought and sold every day. 

New York.—Mortality last week, 405. Children under 
ten years of age, 200. Deaths from violence, 18, includ- 
ing 4 suicides, 5 drowned and 1 murder. The State 
Legislature, before adjourning, passed a law prohibiting 
children under fourteen years of age, from visiting 
theatres, unless accompanied by their parents or guar- 
dians. The ordinary rates of interest remain at 445 
per cent. on call, and 5 a7 per cent. for discounts of 
good paper. 

Philadelphia.—Mortality last week, 188; 96 adults 
and 92 children; 37 deaths from consumption, and 20 
from inflammation of the lungs. 

New Orleans.—The city government has passed an or- 
dinance providing for the sale of the right of way for 
twenty years, to establish passenger railroads in that 
city. The contract to be awarded to the highest bidder. 

The Mississippi.—The prolonged wet weather has 
caused freshets in all the Western rivers, and immense 
damage has been done, especially on the lower Missis- 
sippi, where the loss is estimated at more than a million 
of dollars. Two coal boats were swept into a crevasse 
near Lake Providence, La., a few days since, by which 
thirty lives were lost. 

The Sugar Planters.—The unusual quantity of rain 
that has fallen this spring, and the succeeding cold wea- 
ther, has prevented many of the Louisiana sugar plant- 
ers from preparing their ground, and makes the prospect 
of a fair crop unfavourable. 

Indian Hostilities. —A company of Texan rangers com- 
manded by Capt. Ford, recently went in pursuit of some 
Indians in the northern part of the State, who had car- 
ried off four hundred horses. On his return he was sur- 
prised by the Indians, who surrounded his company, 
and ordered them to surrender. The demand not being 
complied with, the Indians attacked the rangers, forty- 
eight in number, and killed all of them, except Capt. 
Ford and four others, who cut their way through, and 
escaped. 

California—San Francisco dates to Fourth mo. 5th, 
have been received at New Orleans. The steamship 
John L. Stephens had sailed with over $2,000,000 in 
gold, for New York. The San Francisco market was 
overstocked with most kinds of goods, which in conse- 
quence had fallen in price. An unusually large spring 
business was anticipated. The rate of interest, 2 a 2} 
per cent.a month. The emigration to the Frazer river 
diggings continued unabated. A bill to divide the State 
of California had passed one branch of the Legislature. 

Kansas.—The official majority in favour of the calling 
of a State Constitutional Convention, was 3881 votes. 
Gov. Medary has issued a proclamation providing for 
ithe election of delegates to the Convention to forma 
Constitution to assemble at Wyandotte, in the Sixth 
month next. 

Utah.—Late accounts from the territory state, that 
between four and five thousand persons will probably 
leave it in a few months for the Eastern States and Cali- 
fornia, nearly all of them apostates from the Mormon 
church. 


RECEIPTS. 


Received from Mark Willits, agt., O., $2, vol. 32, and 
for John Hoyle, John Hoyle, jr., James W. McGrew, Finley 
McGrew, and Alfred McGrail, $2 each, vol. 32; from 
Jeremiah Rogers, per W. B., Pa., $2, vol. 32. 


HAVERFORD SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 


The Stated Annual Meeting of the Haverford School 
Association, will be held at the Committee-room, Arch 
street, on Second-day afternoon, Fifth month 9th, 1859, 

jat 4 o'clock. Cuartes Ettis, Sec’ry. 


WEST GROVE BOARDING-SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 


The Sessions of this school begin on the first Second- 
days in the Fifth and Eleventh months. For informa- 
tion and circulars, apply to Tuomas Conard, 

West Grove P. O., Chester Co., Pa. 


Fourth mo., 1859. 
eR, 


Diep, at his residence, East Whiteland, Chester Co., 
Pa., on the 9th of Fourth month, 1859, after a lingering 
illness, James MAuin, in the 85th year of his age; & 
much esteemed member and elder of Whiteland Particu- 
lar and Goshen Monthly Meeting. 
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PILE & M‘ELROY, PRINTERS, 
Lodge street, opposite the Pennsylvania Bark. 
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